
 

3.  What kind of government 

benefits is my family eligible 

for?  Be sure youõre aware of 

any federal programs that 

may assist your family.  Your 

child may be eligible for 

benefits under Medicaid, 

Medicare2, the State Childrenõs 

Health Insurance Program 

(SCHIP), or the Children with 

Special Health Care Needs 

(CSHCN) provision of the 

Social Security Act.  Visit the 

Web sites for these entities to 

check eligibility requirements.     

4.  Am I making the right 

choices with my health plan?  

Raising a child with a disability 

means you may incur high 

health care costs, so itõs 

important to understand and 

maximize benefits under your 

health insurance coverage.  

Know which services and 

procedures are covered, which 

are not covered, and how to 

appeal if a claim is denied.  If 

you and your spouse both 

work, compare health plans 

and select the one thatõs best 

for your child. 

5.  Have I communicated my 

life care plan to close family 

members and friends?  While 

the generosity of friends and 

family members is welcomed, a 

well-meaning friend or relative 

may inadvertently disqualify 

your child for benefits if he or 

she gives a gift or bequest that 

exceeds state limits.  Once 

your estate plan is complete, 

notify close friends and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If youõre a parent raising a child 

with a disability, your childõs 

health and comfort typically 

come first and foremost.  Itõs just 

as important, however, to 

prepare for your childõs 

financial future to help ensure a 

safe, secure and independent 

life ahead.   

òWhen caring for a child with a 

disability, families often become 

so focused on day-to-day needs 

that they lose sight of the larger 

financial issues that loom 

ahead,ó says Rick Boyd of HUB 

Financial Group, a Financial 

Advisor in Brookfield, WI.  

Massachusetts Mutual Life 

Insurance Companyõs 

(MassMutual) SpecialCareSM 

program provides access to 

information; specialists and 

financial products and services 

that can help improve the 

quality of life for people with 

disabilities and special needs.  

òClearly, many parents need to 

start early and take a long-term 

view when preparing financially 

for their childõs financial future. 

Weõve assembled this checklist 

to help them get started.ó 

There are 10 questions we urge 

parents of children with special 

needs to ask themselves.  In this 

newsletter, we will include the 

first 5.  Stay tuned for more 

important questions in our next 

newsletter.   

1.  Am I getting the right 

advice?  Since laws affecting 

people with disabilities change 

frequently and require specific 

expertise, itõs helpful to seek the 

expertise of a financial service 

professional and an attorney 

who specialize in estate 

planning for families with 

special needs children.  

Consider asking other parents 

for references or check with 

local advocacy groups, such as 

the local chapters of Easter 

Seals, before embarking on 

your selection. 

2.  How should I develop an 

estate plan?  Developing a 

detailed estate plan that best 

fits your familyõs situation is 

essential to ensure that your 

childõs long-term needs are met 

after you have passed away.  

Your estate plan ð which can 

include wills, trusts, durable 

powers of attorney, health care 

proxies, and other documents ð 

will outline how you would like 

your financial affairs handled 

and will identify a guardian or 

guardians to care for your child 

after you die.  Consult an 

attorney and financial service 

professional that have a 

thorough understanding of your 

stateõs disability laws to help 

you develop an estate plan for 

the future.* 
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relatives of your life care 

plan.  If your friends or 

relatives want to include 

your child in their wills, 

your attorney can assist. 

Also, visit 
www.HUBFinancialGroup.com 
and click the ñContact Usò 
section to request these free 
financial guides: 

Making Plans, a financial 

guide for people with Down 
syndrome and their families  

With Open Arms, a 

financial guide for families 
with disabilities  

For more information, you may 

contact barb@snappin.org  or  

Rick Boyd at (262) 432-7213 
13890 Bishops Drive, Suite 100 

Brookfield, WI 53005 

 

 

 

http://www.HUBFinancialGroup.com


The Shack, by Wm. Paul 

Young,  is a novel.  Plain and 

simple, a novel.  Much 

controversy surrounds this 

book, but we need to really 

keep the perspective here, 

it's a story, told by a mortal 

man, probably more for his 

own enjoyment than anyone 

else's or perhaps to help him 

sort out some of his own life 

issues.  It is not theology.  It is 

not truth.  Not many books on 

the average bookshelf are.   

 So, should you bother to 

read it?  Does it have any 

value for a time-crushed, 

soul-weary, special needs 

parent or caregiver?   

 I think it does.  In this novel, 

Young really gets the reader 

to think about some things we 

believe without really 

examining them.  He pushes 

you to examine your ideas 

about forgiveness and 

judgement.  Young presses 

the issue of trusting the 

Father.   

 There is a very vivid picture 

painted about relationships, 

specifically our relationship 

with God.  

Go ahead, suspend reality 

for a little while, step into the 

story and enjoy the ride.  

When you've finished with 

the adventure of it all, stop to 

consider the issues raised and 

how they are playing out in 

your own life.  Perhaps think 

about the conflict that often 

lives within the parent of a 

special child, not grasping 

how a good, just or merciful 

God could allow something 

like this in the life of a child. 

A passage of note, which is 

one of several that cuts to the 

heart of the reader, is where 

the main character begins:  

Mack was getting frustrated.  

He spoke louder, "But don't I 

have the right  

to--" 

"To complete a sentence 

without being interrupted?  

No, you don't.  Not in reality.  

But as long as you think you 

do, you will surely get ticked 

off when someone cuts you 

off, even if it is God." 

He was stunned and stood 

up, staring at her, not 

knowing whether to rage or 

laugh.  Sarayu smiled at him.  

"Mackenzie, Jesus didn't hold 

on to any rights.  He willingly 

became everything, so that 

by his dependent life he 

opened a door that would 

allow you to live free enough 

to give up your rights." 

 

Rated  4             out of 5 

   

   

 

  Jen Gienke 
  raises her 2 

  special sons 

  and 4 special 

  foster  

  children in 

  Waukesha, 

  WI.  You can 

  read more of 

              her musings at 
www.homespuntruth.blogspot.com/ 

  

& other child care facilities 
throughout the country nominate 
one child to become their Hero 
of the Month. Each one of those 
nominees will be recognized as 
the facility's Hero of the Month 
and will be presented with a 
certificate, T-shirt, a Guardian 
Angel coin & a gift card valued 
up to $500. 
 Holiday of Hope Gift Banks:  
Through the program, Kids Wish 
Network sends millions of 
dollars worth of toys to hospitals 
& other child care facilities 
throughout the country to be 
distributed to the children & to 
be used in hospital playrooms.  

Wish-granting programs are 
not foreign to those facing a 
terminal situation, but hereõs a 
program that EVERY parent of 
a special needs child should 
know about.  Kids Wish 
Network offers a variety of 
services to children on all 
points of the critical/chronic 
care continuum.  They include: 
Hero of the Month: The 
honorees of this program are 
children between the ages of 
3 & 18 who do not have a life 
threatening illness, but have 
faced & overcome some 
tragic circumstances with 
tremendous courage. Hospitals 

Wish Granting: We grant 
wishes to kids between the ages 
of 3 & 18 who are battling life-
threatening conditions. The child 
must be able to communicate his 
or her wish & cannot have had 
a wish with another 
organization. Our wish kids can 
request just about anything for 
their wish, including trips to 
theme parks, meeting 
celebrities, travel, shopping 
sprees, computers or 
commodities. 
Funeral Assistance: This 
program was set up to make 
funds available to a family in 
the event their child passes.  
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For more detailed information, 
visit Kids Wish Network at 
www.kidswishnetwork.org/ 

 

 

 

òJESUS DIDN'T 

HOLD ON TO 

ANY RIGHTS. ó  

Kids Wish Network founders, 

Shelley and Mark Breiner 



     Lego pieces sliding on the wood floor 

     with Mr. Potato Head eyes 

     sandwiched in the middle 

     The shaking of a house 

     with the bouncy applause                     

     for Toy Story at 4:32 a.m. 

     A quiet sigh of  awe  while the train   

     whistles beyond the bay window 

     The unnecessary gush of tap water delight 

     Eggshells cracking open on the linoleum floor, 

     scrambling feet sliding through that yolky goo 

     Quick scribbles on the Magna-Doodle 

     His bedroom door opening and closing, 

     opening and closing 

     A mattress squeak as he burrows 

     tightly under blankets while the melodic voice 

     of his sister soothes him lap-wing songs to sleep 

     A high-pitched squeal of victory 

     when the 7 Dwarfs are lined up perfectly 

     in the window sill Conga position 

     His beautiful language of desire 

     when he looks to the falling snow and declares, 

     I want ice-cream, please 

     The creaking of the hammock swing 

     carefully centered in living room motion 

     A spontaneous laugh-in-a-box chuckle 

     on a winter car ride 

     The juicy indulgence of apples 

     The pure splash of a pound of sugar 

     crystaling down like grains of blessings 

     too numerous to count.        

special needs children & 

their siblings with a safe 

and enjoyable place to 

play games, enjoy 

activities and benefit from 

peer support, parents 

enjoy a much-needed 

break for the afternoon.   

For More Information & 

Consent Forms, please visit 

http://elmbrook.org/

articlelink.asp?

mid=51&pid=358&iid=5
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3. Tuesday, November 3, 

2009, 6:30ñ8PM. 

1. Tuesday, October 6, 

2009, 6:30 PMñ8 PM.  

Paul German of For 

Godõs Sake, presents Be 

A Parent For Godõs Sake, 

discussing the roles of 

Christian parenting.  As 

always,  FREE Child Care 

is available, but you must 

reserve your spot in 

advance! 

2. Saturday, October 10, 

2009, 1-4 PM, Elmbrook 

Church, Brookfield, WI, 

Monthly Respite Care 

Program.  Providing 

òDealing with the NOISE 

of the Holiday Seasonó 

with Terrie Silverman of 

AIT for you.  Please 

register for FREE child 

care! 

4. Sunday, November 8, 

2009  PACKER PARTY!  

Boxes will be packed for 

Samaritanõs Purse & The 

Intl Medical Equipment 

Collaborative as we enjoy 

food & football. 

       For further details or to attend,                                                                                   

check out our events calendar at 

www.snappin.org! 

Poetry in Motion:  ò17 SOUNDS OF A BOY WITH AUTISMó 

         By Anjie Kokan 

Upcoming Events 
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Anjie Kokan enjoys 

presenting her poetry 

and facilitating 

writing workshops for 

all ages and abilities 

to community groups 

and schools. She  

gives thanks to God 

for simple pleasures 

and a quiet life in the 

Kettle Moraine area 

with her husband 

Robert and two 

children. You can find 

more about her at 

BookThatPoet.com. 

Monthly meetings offer professional 
speakers with areas of expertise that 
benefit the special needs community.  



directly to families in need. 

4. Luxury items like lotions, 

soaps, candles and 

chocolates are used for gift 

baskets to bless mothers of 

special needs children. 

5. Mail us your partially-used 

gift cards to participate in 

our program with Gift Card 

Donor at  http://

giftcarddonor.com/

WI_SnappinMinistries.cfm.  

Shop this site as well! 

6. Designate us as your charity 

of choice on Good Search 

& Good Shop at  http://

www.goodsearch.com/!  

One cent from each search 

goes to the ministry.  In 

addition, up to 30% of 

every purchase you make 

shopping on this site will 

also bless our organization. 

SNAPPINõ MINISTRIES is a 

501(c)(3) non-profit 

corporation funded by the 

support and donation of 

churches and individuals 

around the country.  Here are 

some ways you can help: 

1. Direct tax-deductible 

donations made payable 

to SNAPPINõ MINISTRIES, 

mailed to our 

headquarters or made 

through our website using 

Pay-Pal. 

2. Donations may also be 

made via our Facebook 

SNAPPINõ MINSITRIES 

Cause. 

3. In-kind donations of gift 

cards for gas, 

restaurants and grocery 

stores are fully tax-

deductible and go 

7. Do your children drink 

juice pouches like Capri 

Sun or a generic 

equivalent?  As part of 

the Drink Pouch Brigade, 

the ministry earns 2 cents 

for every pouch turned 

in.  Save yours in a clear 

zip-seal type bag and 

get them to us! 

8. On certain occasions, 

SNAPPINõ holds fund-

raising events like brat 

fries or concerts.  Your 

participation is ALWAYS 

appreciated! 

9. SNAPPINõ MINISTRIES 

offers self-published 

materials like a 

devotional, Bible studies 

and a how-to guide.  A 

certain part of your 

purchase is tax-

deductible. 

You Can Help! 

380 Yosemite Rd. 

Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

 

Phone: 262-567-1277 

E-mail: barb@snappin.org 

Visit us on the Web!  

www.snappin.org 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

OUR PURSUIT IS TO CONTINUOUSLY SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE THOSE LIVING 

WITH THE DAILY CHALLENGE OF  PARENTING A SPECIAL NEEDS CHILD, SO 

THAT THE GENUINE LOVE AND HOPE OF JESUS WILL BE EXPERIENCED AND 

SHARED IN THEIR EVERYDAY LIVES. 
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or someone you think we should 

interview for the newsletter?  Let us 
know by e -mailing barb@snappin.org!  If 
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in print!  


